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actually closed on Sundays? B&Q have
something to answer for on the issue of
Sunday trading — and were gravitated
naturally to “Hovis Hill" as | called it, to
invade the café at the very top of the
incline. Sun shining, beautiful freshly
made sandwiches — mine had real, not
plastic ham — washed down by a couple
of smooth coffees, chatting with fellow
club members was just so pleasant. |
briefly thought of whether we would

be enjoying the same relaxing tranquil
atmosphere had the AGM taken place
at our usual time of the year. | smiled
happily to myself as Diane reminded me
that for five weeks after our Portugal trip
this year, we had had continuous rain at
home. Good call.
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Faces Old and New

AGM Tour weekends have always been
open to members who just want to drop
in for part of the time and this year was
no different. Two separate groups of
“joiners” arrived on Sunday and met

up with us at Shaftsbury and were

able to park with us Clive and Antonia
—Toni — Bowen and family arrived in
their Speed Blue metallic 1303 Cabrio.
This was of particular interest to me

as Speed Blue Metallic is a New Beetle
colour and the same as our newbie and
| wanted to see how well it translated
onto a classic beetle shape. | feel that
some non-standard colours translate
well on Beetles but others simply don't.
The Speed Blue colour has my vote, but

perhaps I'm a little biased. The Bowens had a
very good reason for being only day visitors,
despite being near residents as they had
been to Vanfest on the Saturday, joining the
thousands of other vans at the event, but
had left early to join us for the Sunday.
What dedication!

The other Sunday additions to the group
were Derek and Sheila Copas in their early
Cabrio. Derek was a founder member of our
Club and although | had not met him before,
| certainly knew the name and it was really
great to meet them both. It was good to see
Derek’s lovely early Cabrio and to see Derek'’s
collection of dashboard plaques from Club
gatherings over the years. See elsewhere in
"Open Top” for a bigger taste of memorabilia.




Sunday Evening Meal and Quiz
The Sunday evening saw a depleted

but healthy crowd of us gather for an
early evening drive into the Forest to

visit the Horse and Groom pub at Wood
Green. Keith had arranged that part of

the weekend and the delightful location
was matched by the superb food and

very helpful and attentive staff, who had
reserved a section of the pub just for

us. The reserved area proved ideal for

the last bit of organised activity for the
weekend in the form of a Quiz, compiled
by Diane. Four rounds of questions under
the categories of Entertainment, Sport and
Leisure, How Well do you know Herbie,
and General Knowledge, plus a Picture
Round saw the gathering at its quietest
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for the whole weekend as they battled

for the glittering array of prizes. Jokers
were available to be played which could
double your score for an individual round
and there was much tactics and strategy
invoked, not least in the team alliances
created.

The early leaders were “The A-Team”,
comprising of course the Aspdens and the
Abbotts. Tension mounted though as this
lead was due as much to an early joker as
sheer knowledge and the Young Ones soon
started to close the gap. The Young Ones
were a little exaggerated in both name and
number, as youngsters Alex, Hannah and
Eze were helped ( or maybe hampered!)
by the not-so- young Keith, Jo, Helen and
Paul. Team Esling were quietly confident as
Andrew, Su, Charmaine and Peter cranked
up the grey matter. The Longshots team of
Hans and Margaret Zinke and David and
Rosemary Parrott fought bravely but, in
the end The Young Ones reigned victorious
to take the prizes. Young Hannah was the
star of the show, with an encyclopaedic
knowledge of all things Herbie as well

as many correct answers in the other
categories. Whilst the A Team came a
relatively close second. They will be
remembered for failing to guess correctly
that one of the pictures was of Alan
Aspden himself! Okay, so the image was
heavily doctored but Phil Abbott at one
point said it was Alan but was talked out
of it... by Alan himself! All in all a great end
to the event.

Final Thoughts

Each AGM Tour takes on its own character,
formed by the venues, the organisation,
the weather, but above all it is the
participants who make it what it is.

My initial reservation about not being in

a Cabrio was soon lost — apart from the
actual convoy driving of course — amid the
relaxed itinerary, the beautiful drives, and

the venues. The memory highlights were
however the getting together, the chatting,
the meeting of other Club members

old and new and the sheer relaxing
atmosphere of the whole weekend. As
we said our goodbyes on the Monday
morning, | had a big grin both inside and
outside for having enjoyed such a great
weekend. Many thanks to Andrew for
taking on the task this year and to Keith
for his assistance.

Can't Wait for 2008!

The next AGM and Tour takes us all to
Liverpool for its year as European City of
Culture and will be organised by locals
Paul Ekoku and Helen Davis. The month
will be June and the precise date will be
announced in the next issue of “Open
Top” along with a draft itinerary. Make
the decision now to include in your VW
calendar. | guarantee you will enjoy it!






